
Visual Narratives for Visiting the Wattis
Maia Cruz Palileo: Long Kwento, September 14-December 4, 2021

We are going to the Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts in San Francisco. The Wattis shows
all kinds of artworks like paintings, sculptures, and videos. All of the artwork was made by
artists who are alive now, or were alive in the past 50 years.

The Wattis is located on a quiet street in a mixed industrial and residential neighborhood: this
means that people live in this neighborhood, and they work and make things here too. There is a
highway overpass near the art gallery where the cars go really fast. Sometimes, you can hear
those cars even inside the art gallery.



When we first arrive at the Wattis we will see two big glass doors. We will open the doors to a
large room with a high semi-circle ceiling with many beams and skylights, and a concrete floor.
There will be quiet music playing in the back room. Sometimes you will hear the air
conditioning system.



There will be someone waiting at a desk to greet us when we go inside. They will tell us where
the bathrooms are and other important things about the gallery. The attendant will ask to see
proof that we are vaccinated against Covid-19. We might have to wait a few minutes.



To go to the bathrooms, we will have to go to the back of the gallery through a doorway.

There is a sign that will tell us where the bathrooms are.



There will be a hallway where the lights are motion activated. The lights will come on when we
get close to the bathroom. It may take a minute for the lights to come on.



We can look at a brochure to tell us more about the art gallery. The brochure will tell us about the artist and why
their artwork is at the gallery.

Inside the art gallery right now are large, colorful paintings and sculptures by the artist Maia Cruz Palileo. The
paintings have lots of figures in them, including people, animals, and nature. The sculptures are of two people,
one holding a book open, and another writing a letter.



Sometimes, a group of students will come to the art gallery. That means the gallery will be full of
people. When someone is giving a tour to a group of people, it can be noisy. For a break, we can
step outside back onto the street or into the back gallery also known as the “Wattis Bar.”



The Wattis Bar is in the back of the gallery. To enter, we will go through a dimly lit doorway and
turn to the right. There will be text on the wall where you can read about what this room is for.



We will have to turn the corner to go into the bar. The bar is dimly lit compared to the large room
in the gallery. There are no windows. There will be different kinds of lights overhead, and a
slide-show of images projected onto the wall.



The bar has a table where you can sit and do some activities. There are stools at the bar where
you can sit, or two wooden benches in the corner of the room. There are lots of books in this
room. We can pick up and touch the books but cannot take them home.



When we are ready to leave we can go to the doors we came through. We will push on the
handles and be back on the sidewalk.

I hope we can go to the Wattis again and see more art!


